Since both the nucleophilic and electrophilic parts of this intermediate are ambident functions, four cyclized products could be formed in principle: 2-azetidinone (4-Exo-Tet cyclization), title compound, 2-pyrrolidinone (5-Endo-Tet cyclization, never observed), 2,3-dehydro-5-morpholinone (6-Exo-Tet cyclization [3] ) and 4,5,6,7-tetrahydro-4-aza-5-oxepinone (7-Endo-Tet cyclization [4] ). By playing with the experimental conditions (nature of base and its counter-cation, solvent, temperature), we could favor the 4-Exo-Tet process leading to the required azetidinone. For instance, Li + (LiHMDS) as counter-cation and a weakly polar solvent (THF) led to the formation of azetidinone (title compound) as unique cyclized product, which structure was confirmed by *H and 13 C NMR data [1] . The coupling constant of 2.4 Hz between H3 and H4 was typical for the trans relationship of the azetidinone substituents. The absolute configuration of the chiral centers were inferred from the known chirality of the starting material (RJt-cis epoxide) and the SN2' mechanism of epoxide opening (substitution with inversion of configuration). This has been now fully confirmed by the results of the single crystal X-ray diffraction. Moreover, the crystal structure showed no significant distorsion of the planarity of the amide function due to steric hindrance between the benzhydryl and the pivaloyl substituents. Hence, deprotection of the benzhydryl motif was difficult and required novel radicalar conditions [5, 6] . The tilt angle of the azetidinone four-membered ring is 13.1 the 014 atom is deviated by 0.20 Ä out of the best plane passing through the four ring atoms. Selected bond distances are: <f(Nl-C2) = 1.356 A,
The structure is a one-dimensional infinite chain due to a hydrogen bond involving the carbonyl oxygen of the cyclic amide and the hydroxyl substituent: 012-H12- Table 3 . Atomic coordinates and displacement parameters (in A 2 ).
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Source of material
Reagents and solvents used were of commercially available quality. 5-Nitro-2-hydroxybenzaldehyde (33.5 mg, 0.2 mmol), cyclopropylamine (11.3 mg, 0.2 mmol) and Cu(CH3COO)2 • H2O (19.9 mg, 0.1 mmol) were refluxed in MeOH at about 338 Κ for 30 min. The mixture was cooled to room temperature and filtered. After keeping the filtrate in dark for 21 d, blue block crystals were formed (yield 72.1 %, based on the 5-nitro-2-hydroxybenzaldehyde). Elemental analysis: found -C, 50.50 %; H, 3.91 %; N, 11.73 %; calc. for C20H18Q1N4O6 -C, 50.69 %; H, 3.83 %; N, 11.82 %.
Discussion
The chemical properties of Schiff bases and their complexes with some transition metal ions have been widely studied in several research areas because of their chelating capability and pharmacological applications [1] [2] [3] [4] [5] . The copper(ü) complexes have shown to be more significantly in the biologically active species. Owing to the biological interest in these types of chelate systems, a great deal of structural studies have been carried out on their copper(II) complexes with Schiff bases [6] [7] [8] , In this study, we report a new copper(II) complex derived from the Schiff base 2-(cyclopropyliminomethyl)-4-nitrophenol. In the title mononuclear copper(II) complex, the Cul atom is four-coordinated in a tetrahedral environment by two Schiff bases, as evidenced by the bond angles around the Cul atom (Z-Ol-Cul-Nl = 96.54(6)°, Z04-Cul-N3 = 96.95(6)°, Ζ 04-Cul-Nl = 114.54(7)°, ZO!-Cul-N3 = 115.11(7)°, ZN3-Cul-N1 = 116.47(7)°, ZOl-Cul-04 = 118.63(6)°). The Schiff base acts as a bidentate ligand and ligates to the metal ion through the Ο and Ν atom. All the bond lengths related to the Cul atom are comparable to the values observed in other complexes [9, 10] . Table 1 . Data collection and handling. 
